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Beowulf is the oldest existing work of the English language, and while this epic poem is more than its story, especially to scholars and historians, in essence, Beowulf’s brutality, its simplistic components of good and evil, its symbolic heroes and monsters would inspire fairy tales to come, among other stories.  One of which, Pan’s Labyrinth, is, as its director Guillermo Del Toro states, a fairy tale—pure, simple, and brutal.  Using the interview with Guillermo Del Toro, “The Power of Myth,” as evidence, discuss in a 350-500 word-essay, free of mechanical errors, the figurative aspects of Beowulf and Pan’s Labyrinth, specifically the symbolic aspects of the stories’ heroes, heroines, and their monsters.  Your argument should contain not only evidence from the text and the film, but also from the interview.
