English 4 Humanities CP

Grendel: “Gardner’s Letter to Susie West’s Class”

1. What surprising statement does Gardner make about the “ironies” of Beowulf?  This seems to contradict our perhaps “naïve” assumptions about that story’s simplicity.
2. How does Gardner’s take on “fame” tie into the song that Beowulf makes Grendel sing about “walls” in chapter 12?

3. What is Gardner’s point about how students tend to read literature?  Not only what does he say about Susie West’s students, but also, how do they tend to treat literature?

4. What are the major points that Gardner makes about his own book?  One, what does he say about why he wrote this book?  Surprisingly, what is his take on Sartre’s existentialism?  What are his criticisms of existentialism?

5. What does Gardner say about what “a great work of art” can do?  Do you agree?  Did Grendel work in this way?  Explain.
6. What does Gardner mean when he says, “when one works with art, one must think as much with one’s emotions as with one’s mind”?  
