English IV Humanities CP
Grendel Essay
Martin

Due: 
In a five-paragraph essay, discuss one to three of the following topics as they pertain to John Gardner’s novel.
· Philosophical aspects
· Dark humor

· Structure of the novel
· Gardner’s storytelling

· Point of view 

· The nature of evil
· Anachronism
· (Anti)Heroism

Each body paragraph of this essay should contain two pieces of textual evidence (quotations) from the novel (or in some cases from Beowulf or even some of the philosophical works).  We have spent quite a bit of time reading and discussing this book, the expectations are high that you will reveal the depth of your understanding.  Also, please utilize previous writings as a jumping off point to your essay.
Additionally, merely listing that these topics exist within the text is only the beginning of a successful essay.  You should also discuss Gardner’s purposes in incorporating them or the effects of their inclusion on the novel.  Perhaps, you might delve into how these aspects of the novel distinguish it from Beowulf.  Issues of depth, relevance to modern readers, complexity of character and story, and truth may provide you with avenues of analysis.
