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_______________________________



Due: __________________________

Hamlet: Act I
Scene 1:

Why is this first scene a typical one for a Shakespeare play?

In your own words, describe the political/military situation between Denmark and Norway that Horatio discusses:

What do the men on watch decide to do to get the King’s ghost to speak to them?

Scene 2 (note speaker and explain significance of quotation):

“Though yet of Hamlet our dear brother’s death

The memory be green…it us befitted 

To bear our hearts in grief….

Therefore our sometime sister, now our queen…

Have we…taken to wife.”

“The head is not more native to the heart,

The hand more instrumental to the mouth,

Than the throne of Denmark is to your father.”

“A little more than kin and less than kind”

How do Gertrude and Claudius treat Hamlet’s sadness at his father’s death?  Do they differ in any way?
How does Hamlet feel about his mother’s remarriage?  How does he feel about his new stepfather?

“O God, God,

How weary, stale, flat and unprofitable

Seem to me all the uses of this world!”

“Frailty, thy name is woman!”

How does Hamlet treat Horatio?  What do you think this says about the Prince of Denmark?

Scene 3:

What brotherly advice does Laertes give Ophelia?  How does she react?

What is your first impression of Polonius, the father of Laertes and Ophelia?

“…I do know,

When the blood burns, how prodigal the soul

Lends the tongue vows.  These blazes, daughter,

Giving more light than heat, extinct in both

Even in their promise as it is a-making,

You must not take for fire.”

Scene 4:

What is Claudius doing as the scene opens?  

How does Hamlet feel about this activity?  What philosophical observation does he make about humankind as a result?

Scene 5:

Why do you think Shakespeare brings up the subject of the afterlife only to have the Ghost say he is forbidden to describe it?

In your own words, summarize the story the Ghost tells Hamlet (pp. 59-61):

How does Hamlet react to his meeting with the Ghost?

Overall:

Find several examples in this act that indicates how Hamlet feels about the value of his life, or life in general:
Type 2 writing assignment: Hamlet Act I
Choose ONE of the quotations below, identify the speaker, and explain its significance in at least 3 legible, college-level sentences.  Use the back of the sheet if necessary.
“But you must know your father lost a father,





That father lost, lost his…”

“Neither a borrower nor a lender be,






For loan oft loses both itself and friend….

This above all: to thine own self be true, 

And it must follow…

Thou canst not be false to any man.”

“…Perhaps he loves you now,

And no soil nor cautel doth besmirch

The virtue of his will; but you must fear,

His greatness weighed, his will is not his own,

For he himself is subject to his birth.”
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Hamlet: Act II

Scene 1:

What does Polonius want Reynaldo to do?

How does Ophelia describe Hamlet?  To what does Polonius attribute this?

Scene 2:

Who are Rosencrantz and Guildenstern and what are they asked to do?

What’s going on with the whole Fortinbras/Norway situation?

What does Gertrude think is the cause of Hamlet’s “madness”?

Polonius: “…brevity is the soul of wit.…”
Gertrude: “More matter with less art.”

What does Polonius think is the cause of Hamlet’s “madness”?

How does Polonius plan to exploit his daughter, Ophelia?

“Though this be madness, yet there is method in ‘t.”

“Denmark’s a prison.”

“There is nothing either good or bad but thinking makes it so.”
“What a piece of work is a man, how noble in reason, how infinite in faculties, in form and moving how express and admirable; in action how like an angel, in apprehension how like a god: the beauty of the world, the paragon of animals—and yet, to me, what is this quintessence of dust?  Man delights not me, no, nor women neither….”

“I am but mad north-north-west.  When the wind is southerly, I know a hawk from a handsaw.”

What is significant about Hamlet’s choice of the story of Pyrrhus and Priam?

“The play’s the thing

Wherein I’ll catch the conscience of the King.”

Summarize Hamlet’s soliloquy that ends Act II:

Overall:

One critic has written that “Polonius can be played either for humor, or as a sinister old man. Either fits nicely with the play's theme of phoniness.”  What do you think?  Is Polonius a goofball or a schemer?  Explain.

Consider the repeated device of spying on or observing people in order to find out “the truth” about them.  Why might Shakespeare include this so much in this play?

Why hasn’t Hamlet avenged his father’s death yet?
Name: 
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Hamlet: Act III
Scene 1:

What news do Rosencrantz and Guildenstern have for Claudius regarding Hamlet’s mood?

How does Claudius first show signs that he has a conscience? (cite the line(s))

What two options is Hamlet considering during his “To be or not to be” soliloquy?  What are the pros and cons of both options?
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In your opinion, how is Ophelia feeling while she is talking to Hamlet and he is denying his love for her?

“Get thee to a nunnery.  Why wouldst thou be a breeder of sinners?”

“God hath given you one face, and you make yourselves another….I say we will have no more marriage.  Those that are married already, all but one, shall live.”

Why, do you think, does Hamlet have such a problem with women?

How does Claudius assess Hamlet’s mental state?  

What does Claudius decide to do about Hamlet?  

What does Polonius decide to do? What influence does Polonius have on the King?

“Madness in great ones must not unwatched go.”
Scene 2:

What advice does Hamlet give the actor to whom he speaks when he says, “Suit the action to the word, the word to the action….the purpose of playing…is to hold…the mirror up to nature.”?
Copy and explain a line from pp. 139-141 that shows how Hamlet feels about Horatio:

If you are Ophelia, how do you interpret or feel about Hamlet’s actions before the actors’ play starts?

"In second husband let me be accurst.

None wed the second but who killed the first."

"The lady doth protest too much, methinks."

"What, frighted with false fire?"

How does Hamlet react to the King's stopping the play? 

Explain how Hamlet uses the metaphor of the pipe (recorder, flute) regarding Rosencrantz and Guildenstern:

“‘Sblood, do you think I am easier to be played upon than a pipe? Call me what instrument you will, though you can fret me, you cannot play upon me.”
As he goes to meet his mother, how does Hamlet vow to treat her?  Cite the line that tells you so:

Scene 3:

Claudius plans to send Hamlet to _______________.

"Never alone/Did the king sigh, but with a general groan."

“O, my offense is rank, it smells to heaven.”

Why doesn’t Hamlet kill Claudius when he sees him alone?  In your opinion, does Hamlet believe what he says, or is he just stalling?

What does Claudius reveal in the final rhyming couplet of Scene 3?

Scene 4:

“Hamlet, thou hast thy father much offended.”

“Mother, you have my father much offended.”

In your opinion, did Gertrude have anything to do with—or any knowledge of—King Hamlet’s death?  Is she playing dumb when Hamlet confronts her, or is she sincere? What makes you think so?

“…Have you eyes?

Could you on this fair mountain leave to feed

And batten on this moor? Ha! Have you eyes?”
 Why does King Hamlet’s ghost show up while Hamlet is yelling at his mother?  How does the ghost’s “presence” affect Gertrude?

What two main things does Hamlet plead with his mother to do (or not do) after the ghost leaves?

“I must be cruel only to be kind.

This bad begins, and worse remains behind.”                      

What final, foreshadowing comment does Hamlet make about Rosencrantz, Guildenstern, and their upcoming trip to England?                                                   
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“…This counselor

Is now most still, most secret, and most grave,

Who was in life a foolish prating knave.” 
                        



Please read each section of Hamlet’s “To be or not to be” soliloquy (arguably the most famous in literature) and paraphrase it (put into your own words) as you go. Take it sentence by sentence, but do NOT use SparkNotes or No Fear Shakespeare.  I have them too, and I don’t feel like reading them in your handwriting. (

To be or not to be: that is the question:

Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer

The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,
And by opposing end them.


To die: to sleep;

No more; and by a sleep to say we end
The heart-ache and the thousand natural shocks
That flesh is heir to, 'tis a consummation
Devoutly to be wish'd. 



To die, to sleep;
To sleep: perchance to dream: ay, there's the rub;

For in that sleep of death what dreams may come

When we have shuffled off this mortal coil, 

Must give us pause: there's the respect

That makes calamity of so long life;


For who would bear the whips and scorns of time,

The oppressor's wrong, the proud man's contumely,

The pangs of despised love, the law's delay,

The insolence of office and the spurns

That patient merit of the unworthy takes,

When he himself might his quietus make   


With a bare bodkin? 


Who would fardels bear,
To grunt and sweat under a weary life, 
But that the dread of something after death,

The undiscovered country from whose bourn
No traveller returns, puzzles the will
And makes us rather bear those ills we have

Than fly to others that we know not of?

 

Thus conscience does make cowards of us all;

And thus the native hue of resolution
Is sicklied o'er with the pale cast of thought,

And enterprises of great pitch and moment

With this regard their currents turn awry,

And lose the name of action.
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Hamlet: Act IV

Scene 1:

What is Claudius’s first concern regarding Hamlet’s murder of Polonius?

What is Claudius’s plan regarding Hamlet?  What is his plan regarding Polonius’s murder?

Scene 2:

How does Hamlet insult Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?

How does Hamlet insult Claudius?

Scene 3:

How does Claudius characterize the “distracted multitude”?

What statement does Hamlet make about life and death in lines 22-33?

Where is Polonius’s body?  Copy the line that tells you his location:

Define the literary term apostrophe and cite one example from this scene:

How does Claudius plan to “cure” himself of Hamlet?

Scene 4:

Why does Hamlet admire Fortinbras? (or: what is he saying in his final soliloquy?)

“O, from this time forth,

My thoughts be bloody, or be nothing worth!”

Scene 5:

What’s up with Ophelia?  

On what does Claudius blame Ophelia’s state of mind?

Who is back from France?  What two events/situations really upset him in this scene?

In what way are Laertes and Hamlet similar?  How are they different?

How does Claudius calm Laertes down?

Scene 6:

What does Hamlet’s letter tell Horatio?

Scene 7:

Explain the 2 reasons Claudius gives for not publicly accusing Hamlet of Polonius’s murder:

How does Claudius plan to exploit Laertes?
What is Claudius’s backup plan for killing Hamlet?

Of whose death do we learn at the end of this act?  How did it occur?

What is Claudius’s first reaction to this death?  What does this say about the King?

Hamlet: Act V Study Guide
Scene 1:

1. What question are the gravediggers debating as the scene opens?

2. What is the gravedigger’s riddle, and what is the answer?

3. According to the gravedigger, how old is Hamlet? ______

4. Explain the following lines:

“Alas, poor Yorick! I knew him, Horatio: a fellow
of infinite jest, of most excellent fancy: he hath
borne me on his back a thousand times; and now, how
abhorred in my imagination it is!....Where be your gibes now? your
gambols? your songs? your flashes of merriment,
that were wont to set the table on a roar? Not one
now, to mock your own grinning? Quite chap-fallen”


5. What is the theme of Hamlet’s lines below?

“To what base uses we may return, Horatio! Why may
not imagination trace the noble dust of Alexander,
till he find it stopping a bung-hole?

...Imperious Caesar, dead and turn'd to clay,
Might stop a hole to keep the wind away:
O, that that earth, which kept the world in awe,
Should patch a wall to expel the winter flaw!”


6. Why is Ophelia not receiving a true Christian burial?  How does Laertes feel about that fact?

7. How does Hamlet react to Ophelia’s death?  Cite a line that tells you so:

Act V, scene 2
9. “There’s a divinity that shapes our ends, 

Rough-hew them how we will.”

10. Hamlet explains to Horatio what happened on his trip to England.  What happened?

11. What is the fate of Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, and how does Hamlet feel about it?

12. Who is Osric?  What news does he bring?

13. How does Hamlet feel as he goes to fence with Laertes?  What does Horatio encourage him to do?

14. Explain:

“There's a special
providence in the fall of a sparrow. If it be now,
'tis not to come; if it be not to come, it will be
now; if it be not now, yet it will come: the
readiness is all….”

15. What, specifically, does Hamlet say in his apology to Laertes? 

16. Explain the words of Laertes:

“Why, as a woodcock to mine own springe, Osric;
I am justly kill'd with mine own treachery.”

17. In what way is Horatio “more an antique Roman than a Dane”?

18. Who ends up being King of Denmark?  ________________________________
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