English IV Humanities CP

Into the Wild Essay

Martin

In the “Author’s Note” that opens the Into the Wild Jon Krakauer states that his original article regarding McCandless elicited a great deal of responses, and that it “reflected sharply divergent points of view: Some readers admired the boy immensely for his courage and noble ideals; others fulminated that he was a reckless idiot, a wacko, a narcissist who perished out of arrogance and stupidity—and was undeserving of the considerable media attention he received.”  Upon completing your reading, and our subsequent discussions of the story, what is your opinion of Christopher McCandless?  Was he a selfish, spoiled, self-absorbed brat?  Was he an ascetic seeker who lived life as he saw fit and brought happiness to those that deserved it?  


In a typed, double-spaced four to five paragraph essay free of mechanical errors, detail your opinion of Christopher McCandless.  Whatever your opinion, support it with evidence from the text.  While this is an opinion-based assignment, please write in an authoritative, formal style.  Also, as you think about, plan, and finally, write your paper, remember that you may have mixed feelings about McCandless and that your paper should reflect that fact.
