No Exit

Type 1’s: Address the topic in complete sentences, being sure to start with a topic sentence that restates the question or topic.
Now that we’ve met the three inhabitants of this room, who are they?  Find one particularly significant, meaningful, telling, informative quotation for each character and explain why it is significant, meaningful, telling, informative. 

Now that we’ve established the premise of the play, what would your version of hell be?

How has your perception of Estelle, Garcin, or Inez changed during the course of today’s reading?  What did you think, and now what do you think of this character?

What is the play’s take on possession and human beings’ desire for objects, people, memories, etc. to be theirs?

How does it play on, twist the idea that “time flies when you’re having fun”?  What is the play’s take on time?  Where else have we heard this idea?
What is ironic about Garcin’s character?  He says he has always faced his problems, meeting them head on, but what does he wind up doing several times?  What does this say of his understanding of himself, and how he wants others to see him?
What’s happened to Inez’s ability to see what’s going on in her previous life?  What does it signify?

Existentialism: The belief that man forms his essence, his essential being, in the course and pattern of the life he elects to lead.  

Existentialism is a loose term with several meanings, but it is normally applied to writing that emphasizes man’s responsibility for forming his own nature and that stresses the prime importance of personal decisions, personal freedom, and personal goals.  The doctrine of existentialism holds that man is completely responsible for himself because he has a free will to do exactly as he pleases.  If man blindly follows social, political, or moral conventions and refuses to make his own decisions and choices, existentialists claim that he is contemptible (damnable).

How does this pertain to Sartre’s No Exit?

How do Garcin and Estelle show themselves to be beings-for others?  That is, each of them is a being-for another.  
Does anyone in a position to know, specifically the Valet, explicitly state that these three are in Hell?  Could they have chosen to act and interact differently?  Why, if they’re in Hell, do they look down at earth?

Discuss Sartre’s ironic depiction of something he does not believe exists.  Specifically, why would Sartre, a self-proclaimed atheist, write a play about the Judeo-Christian idea of hell?  What does his line about hell being other people mean if we expand his metaphor about this play?  In other words, if Hell is other people, but there is no Hell, then what is Sartre saying?  

You are escorted to a room.  Upon first impression of that room and the two people already there, you know you are in for a hellish eternity.  Explain in detail. 
