 English IV Humanities CP

Pan’s Labyrinth Questions
As a group discuss the five questions assigned to you, and answer them in complete sentences.  Be sure to be specific in your references to the film.  Some questions will require more than one sentence.

1. What is ironic about Ophelia’s mother downplaying the significance of her daughter reading fairy tales?

2. What does Ophelia’s mother worry about as her daughter wanders away from the car at the beginning of the film?  When and how is this echoed later in the film?  This provides us with an understanding of what Ophelia’s mother values.  While we only get scant bits of information about her, what is Ophelia’s mother like?
3. What is significant of Ophelia placing the eye of the statue and then the appearance of the bug/fairy?  How is this echoed in the last line of the film?

4. What do the Captain’s first words tell us of his character?  What about his initial greeting of Ophelia?  What about the others’ first dealings with Ophelia?

5. Ophelia’s age plays a role in the film and in fairy tales in general.  How old is Ophelia, and what is the significance?

6. What is your reaction to the Captain’s brutal murder of the farmer and his son?

7. What is your reaction to the fairies and the faun?  What complications are there about their appearances?  What is the complication about Ophelia going down into the well to meet the faun?

8. What does the faun ask of Ophelia?  What must she do?

9. What is the significance of the Captain’s watch?   What is the significance of it being broken and the Captain’s hearing of it?  (Note: The film manipulates the sound of the watch in one scene.)

10. What is Ophelia’s first task?  What are the consequences for Ophelia trying to accomplish this task?

11. What are the metaphorical implications of the toad?

12. Like the fairy tale within a fairy tale, there is also a lullaby within the score.  When does this occur, and what is the significance of the lullaby?
13. What do the monsters represent?  The toad and the pale man?  Are there any other monsters?

14. What similarities are there between the Pale Man’s dining hall and the Captain’s?  What are the implications of this similarity?

15. What correlations are there between the chalk and Beowulf?  (Hint: Who uses the chalk, and what use is it to her?)
16. Note the use of color in the film.  How does the film use color to delineate between good and evil?  Fantasy and reality?  Are there moments when the two converge?
17. What is the significance of Ophelia’s mother throwing the mandrake root in the fire?  What is she talking about with her daughter before she does this?

18. Who is Ophelia more like, her mother or Mercedes?  Explain.

19. Who is the monster of the film?  How does the Captain demonstrate his monstrousness?

20. What he (tragic) flaw do both the Captain and Beowulf share?  Are there any other traits (good or bad) that they share as well?
21. What can Mercedes do that Ophelia cannot?  (Hint: In this regard Ophelia is more like the Doctor than Mercedes.)

22. What number is significant to both Beowulf and Pan’s Labyrinth?  Explain its Christian implications to both works.

23. What aspects of human culture are mirrored in Beowulf and Pan’s Labyrinth?

24. What are the implications of the Captain not seeing the faun talking to Ophelia, and how is this tied into the last line of the film?
25. How is your viewing and appreciation of the film tied into the last line of the film?
