Jean-Paul Sartre (1905 – 1980)

· Child of Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, and Marx, who were all dead by 1900, and who called for the destruction of all constraints (institutional or social) holding Man back

                       


         


· Prolific writer (who in 1964 turned down the Nobel Prize for Literature) and political activist

· The first self-proclaimed “Existentialist”

· Dualist philosophy in that it is both pessimistic and optimistic – “the glory and misery of man”
· Works include:

· Existentialism and Humanism (1948)

· Being and Nothingness (1956) – Existential treatise

· The Words (1964) – Autobiography

· The Critique of Dialectical Reason (1960) – Marxist treatise

· Nausea (1938) – Novel

· Plays: “The flies” (1943), “No Exit” (1945), “The Respectful Prostitute” (1947), “Dirty Hands” (1948)

Tenets of Sartre’s (Existential) Philosophy

In Being and Nothingness, Sartre talks about “being-in-itself” as opposed to “being-for-itself.”

· “being-in-itself” is mere existence, unmoving, unrelated to anything/one else, and thus without meaning – It just is.
· “being-for-itself” sharply contrasts mere existence.  Man, through consciousness and freedom creates and shapes his own existence – We are who we choose to be.
· “being-for-another” –  As for our relationship to others, an inescapable reality, others restrict our freedom and thus destroy it. – “Hell is other people.”

· Being-in-itself-for-itself = human desire to become God, the creator of (our) existence

· Problem: As Nietzsche proclaimed, “God is dead.”  Therefore, “Man is a useless passion.”

· However, death of God = Rise of Man

The belief that man forms his essence, his essential being, in the course and pattern of the life he elects to lead.  Existentialism is a loose term with several meanings, but it is normally applied to writing that emphasizes man’s responsibility for forming his own nature and that stresses the prime importance of  personal decisions, personal freedom, and personal goals.  The doctrine of existentialism holds that man is completely responsible for himself because he has a free will to do exactly as he pleases.  If man blindly follows social, political, or moral conventions and refuses to make his own decisions and choices, existentialists claim that he is contemptible (damnable).

