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Chapter 5: Kamala
1. What does the ferryman say of the river?  What has he learned from the river?

2. What three things, skills does Siddhartha possess?  What is the fourth, and what does it get him?

3. What arrangement does Kamala make for Siddhartha?

Chapter 6: Amongst the People

1. Who is Kamaswami?  How does Siddhartha regard Kamaswami’s business? What word is constantly used to refer to Siddhartha’s business dealings?

2. How does Siddhartha feel about people?  What has caused him to see them this way?

On pages 70 & 71 Siddhartha realizes something about his new life, and how does he feel about this realization?

3. Talking to Kamala, Siddhartha says that she is more like him than anyone else.  In what ways are they similar?

Chapter 7: Samsara

1. As his old ways die, what comes more and more to life?  What is the symbolic significance of the list of the new things Siddhartha has learned?

2. Again, how does Siddhartha feel about the people around him?  While he is no longer a Samana, he maintains their perspective what is that perspective in relation to those around him?

3. What begins to happen to Siddhartha in relation to these people around him?  In what ways does he begin to become a little more like them?  In what way does he remain different and envious of them?

4. As the years pass, Siddhartha grows, in a way, depressed.  What phrase best captures this feeling in Siddhartha?

5. Of what does Siddhartha dream?  What significance does Siddhartha see in this dream?  What questions does Siddhartha ask himself after this dream?
6. What conclusion does Siddhartha come to at the end of the chapter?

7. What does Kamala learn at the end of the chapter? 

Chapter 8: By the River

1. What does Siddhartha wish for at the beginning of the chapter?

2. Again, where what do we find Siddhartha doing as he takes stock of his life and condition?

3. What does Siddhartha contemplate here?  What one word, syllable from his Brahmin past holds him back?

4. After falling asleep for what felt like 10 years, how does Siddhartha awaken, and what is the symbolic significance of this literal awakening from sleep? Soon after awakening, whom does Siddhartha meet?

5. In the description of Govinda’s face, what word strikes you as most meaningful?  Why?

6. After seeing and talking briefly with Govinda, how has Siddhartha’s perspective changed?  How does he feel, and what does he realize was the cause of his previous “illness”?

7. On page 97, Siddhartha says he will never again consider himself what?

8. At the end of the chapter Siddhartha rejoices at his surroundings, when and where from earlier in the novel did he sound like this?

