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Chapter 9: The Ferryman 

1. What does Siddhartha decide to do at the beginning of the chapter?  Where does he decide to begin this new chapter of his life?
2. What is the first lesson Siddhartha learns from the river?

3. Who does Siddhartha meet, i.e., what is his name and occupation, and what does Siddhartha ask of him?

4. What is Vasudeva’s greatest virtue?
5. What cryptic lesson does Vasudeva say Siddhartha will learn from the river?

6. On page 79 Vasudeva distinguishes himself from others Siddhartha has come across.  How?  What is ironic about this distinction?

7. Above all, what does Siddhartha learn from the river?

8. What lesson about time does Siddhartha learn from the river?  Put in your own words Siddhartha’s lesson, what he learns.  Do you understand?  Do you agree?
9. What does hearing all the voices of the river together sound like?

10. What news spreads about Vasudeva and Siddhartha?  What do people see them as?

11. What event causes many Buddhist monks to come to the river to cross it?  On what does Siddhartha reflect on upon when he hears the news of the Gotama?
12. According to Siddhartha what can’t a true seeker do?

13. Who stumbles back into Siddhartha’s life, and what tragedy befalls this person?

14. Why does Siddhartha decide that he has become richer at the end of the chapter?
Chapter 10: The Son

15. How old is Siddhartha’s son at the outset of the chapter?

16. How does Siddhartha’s son react to his new life with his father and Vasudeva?  What does he miss?

17. On page 118 what does Siddhartha realize about his son?

18. What does Vasudeva say after listening to the river to Siddhartha about his son? What is Vasudeva’s advice regarding Siddhartha’s son?

19. Upon reflection, what does Siddhartha realize about himself and his son on page 122?

20. Before he steals from Siddhartha and Vasudeva (money and their boat) and leaves, what does Siddhartha’s son say to his father?

21. After going to the town, reflecting on his own past, what does Siddhartha realize about his son?  How does this make him feel?

22. What lesson from the river does Siddhartha remember?

23. Who awakens Siddhartha from his depressed, sleep-like trance outside the village?

Chapter 11: Om

24. How has Siddhartha’s perception of other people changed?  How did he once look at people, and how does he see them now?  What word does the narrator repeatedly use on page 130 to describe these human feelings?

25. Despite this change in Siddhartha, what feeling lingers and pains Siddhartha?  In an attempt to quell this pain, what does he decide to do?

26. As he begins his trip, what does Siddhartha hear?  What does he see?  What does it look like?  How does he react?

27. Upon telling all of this to Vasudeva, what does the old man say for Siddhartha to do?

28. What does Siddhartha hear this time?

29. How is Vasudeva described at the end of the chapter?  What does that mean?

Chapter 12: Govinda

30. At the outset of the chapter how do we find Govinda?

31. What is Siddhartha’s advice to the ever-seeking Govinda?

32. What does Siddhartha say of “doctrines and teachers”?  What does Siddhartha say of “wisdom”?

33. What does Siddhartha explain about “truth”?

34. What does Siddhartha say of “words” and “thoughts” as opposed to “things”?

35. How does the novel end, and what is its significance?

