Varying Sentence Structure Beginnings
The following list, one that I received with each writing assignment my Senior year, helped me develop as a writer.  So shall you suffer as I had.
1- Subject/Verb

Jim worries about the impending examination.

2- Prepositional phrase

Before the impending examination, Jim realizes he has neglected his work.

3- Appositive phrase

An otherwise excellent student, Jim begins to form a study group to prepare for the impending exam he and others have previously neglected.

4- Infinitive phrase

To ensure a passing grade, Jim begins to study around the clock for the impending exam.

5- Introductory independent adverbial clause

Because he has been negligent of his assignments, Jim fears the impending examination.

6- Direct object

His other daily duties and routines, Jim neglects for weeks.

7- “that” construction used as a subject

That Jim has neglected his assignments for weeks will soon be known by his teacher.  (I realize this is passive, but it continues to vary sentence structure.)

8- Present participle

Worrying about the impending examination, Jim stays up all night to study.

9- Past participle

Deprived of study time by track practice, Jim finds himself unprepared for the impending examination.

10- Coordinating conjunction

a. Jim wants to participate in Homecoming activities, but examination time is near.

In the left margin indicate by number which of the sentence constructions you used.  

